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divinely augmented gifts of the Protector on high were
also increased within him. And the more he progressed
in the school of the priesthood, the more, as trusty men
who were his intimate associates have borne certain
witness, did his daily studies, in continual meditation
day and night upon literary training, incite him to the
increase of eternal blessedness, and protect him mar-
|;                            vellously against the inimical persecutions of diabolical

suggestion, which among men are wont often to cover
the tender flower of youth as it were with a kind of fog
of cloudy darkness; so that also, because of his cease-
less care and long solicitude and his perpetual exami-
nation of the sacred laws, and by the help of the Lord
God, the seductive passions of youth within him, and
the assaults with which fleshly lusts at first assailed
him, for the most part subsided. And more and more
his studies carried him forward to the general instruc-
tion of the people,1 which, after the passage of no great
interval of time, he began, enlarged, and perfected, in
accordance with the episcopal ordinance of ecclesiasti-
cal prescription. For he despised the perishable adorn-
ments of this world, and in his childhood, under the
moderate government of Father Wulfhard, kept the
pattern of the monastic life well and duly for many
years; until, when sportive boyhood was over and
manly youth began,2 the more glowing desire of his

1  As described later in this chapter and in the following.  The con-
jecture of Jaffe* and Levison, that the reference is to Boniface's later
activities among the pagans, cannot be accepted.

2  At fourteen. Isidorus Hispalensis, Etymologiae, xi, 2.   Willibald
appears to have in mind this passage of Isidore, or the similar one